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Preface
This special issue is based on selected papers from the Ninth International Conference
on Database Theory (ICDT ’03), held in Siena, Italy in January 2003. Preliminary versions
of these papers appeared in the proceedings of that conference, published under the title
“Database Theory—ICDT 2003” as volume 2572 in the Lecture Notes in Computer Science
Series by Springer. After the conference, the authors of selected papers were invited to
submit the revised and extended versions of their papers, which were subsequently referred
according to the usual standards of this journal.
Database research is an area of computer science where theory meets application, and
the International Conference on Database Theory (ICDT) is a biennial international forum
for research on the principles and the theory of database systems (see http://alpha.luc.ac.be/
∼lucp1080/icdt/). Initiated in Rome in 1986, ICDT was merged in 1992 with another series
of conferences on the theoretical aspects of database systems, known as the Symposium on
Mathematical Fundamentals of Database Systems (MFDBS).
Wewish to thank the authors, themembers of the ICDT ’03 program committee, the refer-
ees, and the Editor-in-Chief of Theoretical Computer Science for their help and cooperation
in producing this special issue.
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